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Amendments to the Claims : 

The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A teleconference system for supporting realization of 
cooperative work among a plurality of conference systems, the teleconference system 
comprising: 

site systems each being installed at a plurality of sites, each site systems 
system being configured to oporato a rQGpoctivo conforonce syst e m: and generate a workspace 
of an object for managing and using cooperation units corresponding to respective 
conferences. 

and each site system comprising: 

an electronic whiteboard configured to provide a graphical user 
interface provided by a shared workspace: ajid 

an authentication unit configured to authenticate identifications of 
conference participants: 

a site server configured to manage a workspace for managing (Da session in 
the site systems. (2) a file used in a conference and created as a record of the conference. (3) 
reference information to a resource relevant to the conference, and (4) history information of 
tile access made by conference participants: and 

a shared workspace server configured to manage all the workspaces for 
managing the sessions, the files, the reference information and the history information, which 
are generated in the workspaces. 

wherein each site system provides a conference participant with a display of a 
set of workspaces relevant to the conference participant when the conference participant logs 
into the site system. 
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when a plurality of conference participants logs into one site system, the one 
site system provides the plurality of conference participants with (i) a display of a set oF 
workspaces relevant to the plurality of conference participants and (ii) a display of reference 
information managed in a workspace selected by the pkiralitv of conference participants, 

when a plurality of conference participants logs into different site systems, the 
shared workspace server establishes a session between the different site systems, the different 
site systems share input/output interfaces with application software by connecting electronic 
whiteboards of the different site systems to the shared workspace server, and 

as a response to a file reference request from one of the different site systems, 
the shared workspace server starts the application software to reference a file specified in the 
file reference request, and to provide the input/output interfaces with the application software 
to the different site systems with the session established. connoct the site svotems to e ach other 
so as to allov^- us e rs of the site sy stems to shore a workspace, the w^orkspaco being a project 
dir e ctory, fi-om a plurality of project directories storing proj e ct files, the project directori e s 
being stored in the shared w^orkspace server, wherein 

upon detecting that a first user at a first site system has sel e cted a proj e ct 

directory and detecting that a second us e r at a s e cond site system has selected the sam e 
project director)', the shared workspace aerv^er establishes, in response to the dotectlng, 
synchronization between the first and second site syst e ms by connecting the first and second 
site systems. 

2. (Canceled) 

3. (Previously Presented) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the shared workspace server is fiirther configured to provide a user interface for 
connecting a session and making reference to a file or a resource. 
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4. (Previously Presented) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 1, 
wherein the shared workspace server is further configured to instruct, when a client starts a 
session, all other clients already having started the session to connect to the client. 

5. (Canceled) 

6. (Original) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
shared workspace server is further configured to select a workspace based on user 
identification information transmitted from the site system. 

7. (Original) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 6, wherein the 
shared workspace server is further configured to select the workspace based on the user 
identification information transmitted using an IC card by the site system. 

8. (Original) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 1, wherein the 
shared workspace server is further configured to select a workspace based on workspace 
specification information transmitted from the site system. 

9. (Original) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 8, wherein the 
shared workspace server is further configured to select the workspace based on workspace 
specification information transmitted by the site system based on information retained on an 
IC card. 

10. (Currently Amended) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 2, 
vvhnrnin tho f i harod workripace sorvor is further configur e d to r e spond to a claim K 

wherein as the response to the file reference request received from the site 
system, the shared workspace server is confmured to start the application software to 
reference the file specified in the file reference request, and to provide an input/output 
intorface - provide input/output interfaces with the application Goftwaro for software to each 
site system with a noGoion t he session established. 
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1 1 . (Previously Presented) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 1 0, 
wherein the shared workspace server is further configured to, in a case where the file 
specified in the file reference request is not previously registered in the workspace, 
temporarily register the file specified in the file reference request. 

12. (Currently Amended) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 2, 
claim L wherein the site system is configured to start application t he application software to 
reference the file specified in a-fite -the file reference request, and to provide an provide the 
input/output int e rface interfaces with the application soih^m e for software to any other site 
svGtom with a systems with the session established. 

13. (Currently Amended) The teleconference system as claimed in claim 12, 
wherein the site system is fiuther configvired to receive the file specified in a-fite -the file 
reference request fi-om any other site GVGtem, to start system to start the application software 
to reference the file specified in the file reference request, and to provide an input/output 
intorface provide the input/output interfaces with the application software for any other site 
system with a systems with the session established. 

14-43. (Canceled) 

44. (New) A teleconference support method for supporting realization of 
cooperative work among a plurality of conference systems, the teleconference support method 
comprising: 

generating workspaces in a plurality of site systems, each of the workspaces 
being an object for managing and using cooperation units corresponding to respective 
conferences; 

providing an electronic whiteboard at each of the plurality of site systems, the 
electronic whiteboard providing a graphical user interface provided by a shared workspace; 
authenticating identifications of the conference participants; 
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managing a workspace at each of the plurality of site systems for managing (1) 
a session in the site systems, (2) a file used in a conference and created as a record of the 
conference, (3) reference information to a resource relevant to the conference, and (4) history 
information of file access made by the conference participants; 

managing all the workspaces at a workspace server for managing the sessions, 
the files, the reference information and the history information which are generated in the 
plurality of the workspaces; 

providing at each of the plurality of site systems, a conference participant with 
a display of a set of workspaces relevant to the conference participant when the conference 
participant logs into the site system, 

providing, when a plurality of conference participants logs into one site 
system, the plurality of conference participants with (i) a display of a set of workspaces 
relevant to the plurality of conference participants and (ii) a display of reference information 
managed in a workspace selected by the plurality of conference participants; 

when a plurality of conference participants logs into different site systems, 
(i) establishing a session between the different site systems, (ii) sharing input/output for 
application software between the different site systems by connecting electronic whiteboards 
of the different site systems to the shared workspace server; and 

when a file reference request from one of the different site systems is 
transmitted to the shared workspace server, starting at the shared workspace server, 
application software to reference a file specified in the file reference request, and providing 
input/output interfaces with application software to the different site systems with a session 
established. 

45. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 44, further 
comprising: 
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providing by the shared work space server, a user interface for connecting a 
session and making reference to a file or a resource. 

46. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 44, further 
comprising: 

instructing by the shared workspace server, when a client starts a session, all 
other clients already having started the session to connect to the client. 

47. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 44, further 
comprising: 

selecting by the shared workspace server, a workspace based on user 
identification information transmitted from the site system. 

48. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 47, wherein 
selecting the workspace includes selecting the workspace based on the user 

identification information transmitted using an IC card by the site system. 

49. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 44, further 
comprising: 

selecting by the shared workspace server, a workspace based on workspace 
specification information transmitted from the site system. 

50. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 49, wherein 
selecting the workspace includes selecting the workspace based on workspace 

specification information transmitted by the site system based on information retained on an 
IC card. 

5 1 . (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 44, 
wherein when the file reference request is transmitted from the site system to 

the shared workspace server, starting application software to reference the file specified in the 
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file reference request, and providing input/output interfaces with the application software to 
each site system with the session established. 

52. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 51, further 
comprising: 

temporarily registering at the shared workspace server in a case where the file 
specified in the file reference request is not previously registered in the workspace, the file 
specified in the file reference request. 

53. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 44, further 
comprising: 

starting at the site system, the application software to reference the file 
specified in the file reference request; and 

providing by the site system, the input/output interfaces with the application 
software to any other site systems with the session established. 

54. (New) The teleconference support method as claimed in claim 53, further 
comprising: 

receiving by the site system, the file specified in the file reference request from 
any other site system so as to start at the site system, the application software to reference the 
file specified in the file reference request and provide by the site system, the input/output 
interfaces with the application software for any other site systems with the session 
established. 

55. (New) A computer readable medium storing a program causing a computer to 
execute processing for supporting realization of cooperative work among a plurality of 
conference systems, the processing comprising: 
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generating workspaces in a plurality of site systems, each of the workspaces 
being an object for managing and using cooperation units corresponding to respective 
conferences, 

providing an electronic whiteboard at each of the plurality of site systems, the 
electronic whiteboard providing a graphical user interface provided by a shared workspace; 

authenticating identifications of the conference participants; 

managing a workspace at each of the plurality of site systems for managing (1) 
a session in the site systems, (2) a file used in a conference and created as a record of the 
conference, (3) reference information to a resource relevant to the conference, and (4) history 
information of file access made by the conference participants; 

managing all the workspaces at a workspace server for managing the sessions, 
the files, the reference information and the history information which are generated in the 
plurality of the workspaces; 

providing at each of the plurality of site systems, a conference participant with 
a display of a set of workspaces relevant to the conference participant when the conference 
participant logs into the site system, 

providing, when a plurality of conference participants logs into one site 
system, the plurality of conference participants with (i) a display of a set of workspaces 
relevant to the plurality of conference participants and (ii) a display of reference information 
managed in a workspace selected by the plurality of conference participants; 

when a plurality of conference participants logs into different site systems, (i) 
establishing a session between the different site systems, (ii) sharing input/output for 
application software between the different site systems by connecting electronic whiteboards 
of the different site systems to the shared workspace server; and 
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when a file reference request fi-om one of the different site systems is 
transmitted to the shared workspace server, starting at the shared workspace server, 
application software to reference a file specified in the file reference request, and providing 
input/output interfaces with application software to the different site systems with a session 
established. 
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